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with these never-ending volumes of twaddle 
about him and his 'dearest creature' we cannot 



conceive. 



Traits of Scottish Life, and Pictures of Scenes 
and Character. 3 vols, post 8vo. — London, 
Whittaker, Treacher and Co. ) 

These volumes are said to be from the pen of' 
Mr. Bennett, the editor of a judiciously con- 1 
ducted Glasgow newspaper, called the Free J 
Press. There is nothing in them very striking! 
or original ; yet one daunders on with a quiet, ' 
dozy sort of satisfaction, usque ad finem. \ 

The Stories are eighteen in number, and they 
are intermixed with divers songs, and poetical 
pieces of similar merit. 



PERIODICAL LITERATURE. 



Law Magazine. 

We have a stilish motive in noticing the 
last Number of this excellent Magazine, the 
leading article is headed " Eloquence of the 
Irish Bar," and does ample justice to the 
splendid merits of the many highly gifted men, 
who for the last fifty years hare formed the 
brightest ornaments of their profession, and 
taeir country. But what is more gratifying to 
our feelings, the article in question is from the pen 
of an Englishman, and vindicates the character 
of Irish oratory from the ingenious aspersions 
of the Edinburgh Review, which in 1817, in 
criticising the speeches of Mr. Charles Phillips, 
denounced the school from which he came, and 
its style, of which according to the critic he 
was a fair specimen ; we extract the following 
passage from the commencement of this article, 
which consists of a Review of Mr. Greene's 
report of the celebrated bottle-conspiracy case 
in 1823, heartily recommending the Magazine 
itself to the attentive perusal of all, particu- 
larly of our professional readers. 

" Whatever might have been the state of 
opinion on this side of the channel, previously 
to October 1817, (the date of the article in 
the Edinburgh) however high the character of 
Irish oratorical effusions before then from 
that period it has certainly declined. — Ex illo 
retro fiuere et sublapsa referri, and though after 
giving specimens of the forensic eloquence of 
England and Scotland, we naturally recur to 
Ireland, in order to complete the parallel, we 
are almost under the necessity of apologizing 
for adopting so very obvious, and, we humbly 
conceive, commendable a course. We are 
absolutely obliged to declare, at the outset, 
that the prevailing prejudice is a wholly 
groundless one, that we could select from the 
Irish bar as many models of chasteness as of fire, 
and that (setting aside Curran and Plunket, 
or allowing them to pair off with Erskine and 
Brougham,) a long list of names might be 
framed from it, which as orators and advocates 
in the best sense of the terms, neither England 
"or Scotland would, single-handed, find it 
easy to match." 



d'Auray. In this she plays the part of an will show the frightful superiority of the num- 
English female, the wife of M. Montalban, a ber of deaths among them : 
Frenchman, who is condemned to death by 
the republican soldiers then in the neighbour- 
hood, on a charge of being a spy of the Ven- 
deans. — Miss Smithson endeavours to save 
him, and succeeds, after a variety of incidents 
of much stage interest, and which are carried 
on chiefly in pantomime, a few disjointed 
French sentences being all that she utters. 
Miss Smithson was very successful, and the 
applause bestowed upon her was at times en- 
thusiastic. The drama itself has very little merit, 
beyond that of being short; and the favour- 
able reception experienced by Miss Smithson, 
as well as her own talents, which are really 
of a high order, secured for her a thorough 
triumph. This young lady may, I think, now 
consider herself as fixed on the Continent for 
two or three years ; for although the extreme 
heat of the weather, must soon cause the Paris , age ; in further advanced life nearly doub- 
Tbeatres to be deserted for two or three j ling the mortality of their wealthier fellow 
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What a painfully instructive table this is ! — 


Here we see the 


poor, even in 


youth, dying off 



months, she has the prospect of an abundant 
winter harvest in town or country. 

The following curious and rather inter- 
esting account of a new discovery, which was 
the result of chance, appears in the Moniteur : 
" a miller in the environs of Dijon, having put 
up new mill-stones, and wishing to clean them 



creatures, who have comforts and enjoyments; 
and in extreme old age showing an entire blank. 
We are also assured, that of the number of 
deaths among these poor persons, three-fourths, 
at least, take place in hospitals. 

To these tables is added another curious one 
of the ages of the reigning princes, and other 



ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 

Paris, May 17th, 1830. 

The chief topic of conversation during the 

tast few days, has been the debut of Miss 

Smithson on Monday last, at the Opera 

Continue in a little drama called 1 Auberge 



before they were used for grinding wheat, put distinguished persons in Europe 

a quantity of bran into the mill for the purpose Of 124 Princes,^ 12 have reached the age of 80, 

of carrying away the sand from the stones ; but 

not having sufficient bran at hand, he added 

some chipped straw — what was his surprise 

at finding a coarse, but excellent, wheaten 

flour result from this experiment — a quantity 

of it was instantly given to some horses, who 

devoured it greedily, and another portion being 

boiled up for the pigs, was equally relished by 

those animals; the miller even made a loaf of 

bread with a part of the flour, and it was 

eaten with a felish." 

Some very curious tables have lately been 
published here, showing the comparative dura- 
tion of life among rich and poor persons. In a 
list of sixteen hundred persons of the higher 
class, among whom are 150 sovereigns or 
princes, it was found that from 1820 to 1829, 
both inclusive, there had been 522 deaths, 
being a yearly average of 52-2. It was also 
curiously observed, that among the higher 
order of clergy, the deaths after the age of 
sixty or seventy, were much more frequent 
than amongst persons of distinction in different 
orders at the same period. Of the sixteen 
hundred persons thus selected in 1820, there 
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The other hst, made at the same time, com- 
prised 2000 persons, taken among the poor and 
working classes in the low quarters of Paris. 
It is not necessary to state the order in which 
they died, as the following comparative table 



28 Cardinals, 7 are 80, and 2 older. 
34 Archbishops and bishops, 1 is 80. 
313 Peers of France, 11 are 80. 
272 Generals, 19 are 80, and 9 still older. 
84 Ambassadors, 5 ministers of state, &c. 
5 are 80. 
The extraordinary part of this table, is that 
which relates to the bishops and archbishops — 
high feeding, probably, prevents them reaching 
a very old age, 

London, May IB. 

In the literary circles here, there is little new 
talked of, but the sudden discontinuance of the 
Morning Journal. This paper disappeared 
when at a number which although by no means 
sufficient to cover the expenditure, was larger 
than that of any daily or weekly paper that 
was ever dropped without being merged into 
some other concern — when the compositors 
left the paper, and new hands were taken in, 
the number printed was 890. In two days 
succeeding this change, the paper did not ap- 
pear until some hours after the usual time, 
yet the number fell only twenty, so that when 
the paper dropped altogether, 870 copies were 
printed. 

It is now said, but with what degree of 
truth I know not, that a large sum is sub- 
scribing for the institution of a new morning 
paper. The Star Evening Paper is for sale, 
the price demanded is £800, which would 
include types, lease of the house, &c. The 
number is very low, but there are several 
persons treating for the purchase.* This, how- 
ever, is by no means a good time for news- 
papers, the best established cannot hold their 
ground, and the Sunday newspapers in par- 
ticular, feel the pressure of the times, for the 
middling and lower orders who chiefly read 
Sunday newspapers, either cannot afford the 
expense, or the occurrences of the week are 
not sufficient to excite interest. In France, 

* The Star was pin-chased in 1790 for between 4 and 
50W. It row successively to a daily dmilation of about 
4,000, yielding a yearly profit of 4,060*. 



